To order reprints of this article go to:
Images in cardiology
Septic palmar emboli in a case of staphylococcal aortic endocarditis
A 47-year-old man with a history of diastolic murmur was admitted to the emergency ward for chest pain and fever. Physical examination, ECG findings and blood analyses were unremarkable. While the patient was thought to have viral pericarditis, two blood cultures were taken, and then the patient was treated with non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs. Two days later, thoracic pain and fever had resolved and the patient was discharged home. He was readmitted 24 h later because of the sudden onset of an excruciating pain in the right palm, followed in minutes by the appearance of a large ecchymotic palmar spot with multiple petechiae of the right hand and of the right toes (panel A 
